April 18, 2017

Town Board Meeting


A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on April 18, 2017 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember      
DEBRA COSTELLO

Councilmember
RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember     

SETH FREACH


Councilmember                                                                                                                                          

Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 

CHRISTINE B. COTHREN 
Deputy Town Clerk 



PATRICIA ROBCKE

Comptroller



ROSEMARY B. LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Director


JEFFREY COLEMAN

Director, DES



MICHAEL PREZIOSI

Director, DOTS 



EDWARD VERGANO 

Senior Civil Engineer 

* * * * * ** * * * * *

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

* * * * * ** * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag. 

* * * * * ** * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi stated that Eagle Scouts Program is something that is fantastic in scouting and to achieve that level takes a lot of work and effort by many.  The Town Board members assisted in handing out the proclamations to the Eagle Scouts.  Councilmember Farrell commented that this award is indicative of a lot of hard work, dedication, leadership and develop a community project. Only a small percentage of boys who participate in scouting make it to that point and it’s a real testament to their skill and leadership and ability to get the job done. Councilmember Farrell then presented the award to Christian Moran who thanked his parents and his troop.  Councilmember Freach added that it is quite an accomplishment and presented to Colin Manphy (absent).  Councilmember Costello stated she was a girl scout and congratulated all the Eagle Scouts for their hard work and dedication.  She presented the award to Eric Hamm and Councilmember Becker presented to Brent Grafer. Each Councilmember stated the project each Eagle Scout accomplished.

Supervisor Puglisi added that they are not only the future leaders, they are our current leaders.  

SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

Katherine Scalafani announced the 2017 Earth Day contest winners.  Every year the Town runs a poster contest to recognize the concerns we have to protect our Earth.  This year’s theme was” Reduce, Reuse and Recycle” and the contestants were asked to illustrate on their poster at least one thing that we can do to help protect our Earth.  There were over 30 entries with 2 age groups, 3-5 graders and the 6-8 graders.

The winners of the 3-5 years age group are; 1st place-   Ava Coulson, 2nd place- Lea Wheeler,
3rd place-Margaret Nee, 4th place- Alex Ryzy, 5th place-Anna Gabriella DiStante, 6th place- Zachary Zalamea, and 7th place-Mariella Mills                           .

The winners of the 6-8 years age group are:  1st place-Tiffany Panama, 2nd place- Joseph Mule
3rd place- Yan Ryzy                                   

Photos were taken of all with the Supervisor.
Katherine thanked the participants for all their hard work.

Supervisor Puglisi encouraged residents to visit the Youth Center.

The Supervisor stated how important it is to recycle to protect the Earth, air and water and a part of this is using reusable bags. She introduced David Douglas, chairman of the CAC in the Town.  Mr. Douglas thanked the Town Board for supporting them throughout the years.  He introduced Amy 

who thanked the Supervisor for the support for the reusable bag initiative. She explained that they asked the Town for support on County legislation.  The Town submitted a resolution to ban plastic bags.  Governor Cuomo is on a commission or task force regarding this.  Ms. Siniscalchi            explained that the public throws out 100 billion plastic bags each year and less than 3% are recycled.  The bags are seen everywhere and they do not biodegrade and are ingested by wildlife and marine life.  The CAC will be giving away 750 reusable bags at Shoprite and Foodtown.
Supervisor Puglisi announced that Earth Day will start Saturday at the Arboretum with the hike.  

The Town is constructing the Vietnam 50th Anniversary Memorial to honor the Veterans. There is still time to purchase a brick to honor individuals.
The Reformed Church of Cortlandtown located in Montrose will celebrate 300 years this weekend.  The Supervisor commented that the history is so significant and the church is a historic landmark.

Regarding the Indian Point Task Force issues, there is a monthly task force that meets with the Superintendent of Hendrick Hudson, the mayor of Buchanan, Teresa Knickerbocker, residents and Town Board members to address the many challenges the community is facing after the announcement of the closing of the plant in 2020-2021.  There will be a loss of tax revenue and jobs to many entities surrounding the plant. Supervisor Puglisi stated they are doing everything they can by setting aside monies as a reserve.  There are reports on the website for the residents.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

The Town is working with Westchester County on a new position this season as a Park Ranger position, May-September.  He will help to monitor the park areas as a shared service with the County and at very reasonable cost.  
The Supervisor attended the opening day for the Girl’s Softball League at the Town Hall field and threw out the first ball.  This Saturday will be the grand opening of the two Little Leagues in the Town, Cortlandt National and Cortlandt American.  

The outdoor concert and movie series will begin at the end of May.  All information is on the website and is at the Cortlandt Waterfront Park in Verplanck.

* * * * * ** * * * * *
ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman all Town Board members indicated their presence.

* * * * * ** * * * * *
TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Farrell:  Stated that he wouldn’t be able to attend the opening day of the Little Leagues this year because he’ll be with the Cortlandt Community Rowing Club in Poughkeepsie who will be participating in the first Youth Rowing Race this season with the Hudson Valley Rowing League.  Councilmember Farrell said they are looking forward to this after training all winter to make a good showing.

There are many lakes in the Town and Councilmember Farrell recently received communication from the DEC encouraging homeowners to practice sustainable lawn care to protect state water bodies.

The water bodies can be affected negatively by homeowners fertilizing their lawns.  The DEC is encouraging the use of fertilizers that contain 0 phosphorus to prevent running off into the water bodies and creating unwanted algae growth.   Councilmember Farrell asked residents to go to the Town’s website and find the DEC link to find out more information.

The Recreation brochure will be out this week.  Councilmember Farrell urged residents to see what the Town has available with many programs.

Tonight there will be a bid awarded for the sidewalk and road paving project in Verplanck from 5th Street to Broadway.  This will create sidewalks for walking to the river and the Cortlandt Waterfront Park.
Councilmember Freach:  Councilmember Freach stated that the fitness trail that they are looking to construct at Cook Pool is coming along and they might be able to fold that into the cell tower project to save costs.

Also, the planning for the Quarry in Verplanck is coming along.  The Town put out an RFP to deal with recreational facilities, with incorporating water and the natural topography that exists for that 
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)
area. There were a few submissions to the RFP and the staff is currently going through them.  Councilmember Freach thanked Michael Preziosi and his department for all the diligent work. Councilmember Freach said it is coming along nicely and they are really going to get what they are looking for in this outreach- to generate revenue on a parcel, to preserve a local swimming hole, and find a way to shift some of the liability for this large body of water.  It will be a great amenity for the Town.
Councilmember Becker:  Commented that the spring events seem to be the theme of tonight’s reports.  Many of the items on the agenda tonight really have to do with maintaining and cleaning the Town and keeping it up so the recreational aspects can be enjoyed.  Seasonal workers will be cleaning up the Town and you can really see the affect of tons of trash being collected over the course of the summer. 
Councilmember Costello:  Stated that back in 2008, the Hendrick Hudson Leos Club was formed and they are a community service organization for kids 7-12th grade.  They started the 

“Stay-Awake-athon“for Cancer Awareness, an overnight event designed to celebrate the cancer survivors, to provide support and encouragement to those currently with cancer, and to remember those who have died.  They are now calling it the Relay for Life, Friday, May 19th and Councilmember Costello urged residents to participate in this community family event.
* * * * * * * * * *
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Councilmember Costello moved that the regular minutes of March 14, 2017 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion. 

All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *
PUBLIC HEARINGS

* * * * * * * * * *
HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
* * * * * * * * * *
Councilmember Becker moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Freach seconded the motion. 
BID REPORTS 

1.
Receive and File Bids opened on March 24, 2017 with respect to Sidewalks on Broadway from 
Riverview Avenue to 5th Street in Verplanck; and Award a contract for same.
RESOLUTION NO. 95-17 RE:  Award a contract with respect to sidewalks on Broadway from Riverview Ave. to 5th St. in Verplanck.
REPORTS
For the month of March, 2017 from the Office for the Aging, Purchasing Department, Receiver of Taxes and the Town Clerk.

OLD BUSINESS 

Receive and File the Following:
None

NEW BUSINESS

Receive and File the Following:
1.
Letter from Frank and Heidi Franco with respect to an ethics complaint and ZBA 


case #2016-10; and refer same to the Legal Department.

2.
Letter from Nora Hildinger with respect to purchasing a portion of a paper road in Verplanck; 
and refer to the Legal Department, DOTS and DES.

3.
Letter from the Friends of Old Aqueduct requesting parking restrictions be lifted on May 6, 
2017 on Quaker Bridge Road during a special event; and Authorize same.

RESOLUTION NO. 96-17 RE:  Authorize parking restrictions be lifted on May 6, 2017 on Quaker Bridge Road for a special event.
4.
Letter of request from Homeland Towers to lease town property on Memorial Drive, Arlo Lane, 
and Charles Cook Pool for cell tower facilities; and refer same to the Legal Department and 
DOTS.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi stated that the sidewalk project is an 80/20 split where the 20% is the Town of Cortlandt.  The Town seeks grants for its projects such as this.
The Supervisor urged residents to go on the Old Aqueduct Trail.
All Voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Freach moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell

RESOLUTION NO.97-17 RE:  Appoint Michelle Robbins to the Civil Service title Assistant Planner/Planning.
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.98-17 RE:  Authorize an additional payment to the Westchester County Police with respect to a seasonal Park Ranger to patrol the parks in the town.
RESOLUTION NO.99-17 RE: Appoint Devon Kubichko to the title Maintenance Mechanic Repairman.
RESOLUTION NO.100-17 RE:  Appoint the following as laborers in the Department of Environmental Services;  Andrea Lamberti and Robert McCarthy.
RESOLUTION NO.101-17 RE:  Appoint seasonal laborers for the summer season for DES.
RESOLUTION NO.102-17 RE:  Amend the Temporary Service List.
RESOLUTION NO.103-17 RE: Authorize Leave of Absences for three DES employees. 
Discussion:  The Supervisor asked the new employees to stand.
All voted AYE
Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Costello

RESOLUTION NO.104-17 RE:  Award a contract with respect to cemetery maintenance.

Authorize the following with respect to the Department of Technical Services:

RESOLUTION NO.105-17 RE:  Execution of a Supplemental Agreement for construction inspection services related to the Broadway Sidewalk project.
RESOLUTION NO.106-17 RE:  Agreement for Inspection Services for Storm Water Outfalls.
RESOLUTION NO.107-17 RE:  The re-imbursement of fees paid by the NYSDOT for the Annsville Circle Pedestrian Path.
RESOLUTION NO.108-17 RE: Contract for special Inspection Services with respect to the Water Tank replacement at Croton Park Colony 
RESOLUTION NO.109-17 RE:  Contract with respect to the construction of the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial.
RESOLUTION NO.110-17 RE: Solicit Proposals for Design Services with respect to a DEC Hudson River Estuary Grant.  
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.111-17 RE: Circulate a Notice of Intent of the Town Board to serve as Lead Agency under SEQA for the proposed Medical Orientation District and Applications thereunder. 
RESOLUTION NO.112-17 RE:  Authorize the settlement of a Tax Certiorari for 387-89 Riverside COH.
Discussion:  Michael Preziosi spoke of the Storm Water requirements and urged residents to call with questions to his office.  Councilmember Freach commented that he was very excited about the new ideas from the Master Plan to help keep people to live here. Tom Wood, Town Attorney, stated that a property in the Village of Croton will receive the tax certiorari and that every now and then the assessed values are contested.  This is a modest sum for this property approximately $3900.

All voted AYE 
Councilmember Farrell moved that the Board be polled for the following resolutions, seconded by Councilmember Costello

RESOLUTION NO.113-17 RE:  Authorize an Intermunicipal Agreement with the City of Peekskill with respect to DARE Services.
The Board was polled:
Councilmember Costello:  
Yes

Councilmember Becker:    
Yes

Supervisor Puglisi:
  
Yes
Councilmember Freach:      
No
Councilmember Farrell:             Yes
Discussion:   Councilmember Farrell commented that there has been brought to his attention an idea that the residents might be interested in.  The idea was to take the DARE program from the 5th grade and moving it to the Middle School.  Their feeling was that they were limited in what they could talk about to the 5th graders because of their age or they were not exposed to the pitfalls.  Therefore, they will teach DARE to the 8th graders to get a better result.  Supervisor Puglisi asked that there be sessions for the younger age groups also.
The motion Passed
RESOLUTION NO.114-17 RE:  Authorize the replacement of a drainage culvert along East Causeway.

RESOLUTION NO.115-17 RE: Accept a Performance Bond with respect to the Cortlandt Crossing Central Sewer Improvement Area.

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.116-17 RE: Schedule a Public Hearing for June 13, 2017 to consider a Local Law Modifying the Zoning Ordinance with respect to Definitions and Special Permits.

Discussion: none
All voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Costello moved that the following resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion. 

RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 117-17 RE: Appoint Ted Ruback as a part-time nutrition driver for the Office for the Aging.

RESOLUTION NO. 118-17 RE: Appoint Jean-Marc Groux as a WISE intern for DOTS and DES for 10 hours per week until the end of May.
RESOLUTION NO. 119-17 RE:  Appoint seasonals for the Recreation Department.
RESOLUTION NO. 120-17 RE: Authorize the Supervisor to select a landscaper with respect to Town beautification projects.
RESOLUTION NO. 121-17 RE: Award a Contract with respect to the purchase and installation of starting platforms and diving stands.
RESOLUTION NO. 122-17 RE:  Authorize a Resolution to Con Edison officials with respect to graffiti on their utility boxes throughout the Town and a vacant gas station on Rt. 6/Cortlandt Boulevard. 
RESOLUTION NO. 123-17 RE: A Resolution in support of NYS Senate Bill 5197 with respect to the Hudson River anchorage determinations.
RESOLUTION NO. 124-17 RE:   Authorize DOTS to perform preliminary soil testing at the Cortlandt Waterfront Park for a proposed on-site sanitary wastewater treatment system; and prepare an RFP with respect to a proposed restaurant.
Discussion:  The Supervisor stated that the Parks Division is working on many projects, one important one being getting the pool ready.  They are also working on a 2 docks and working on the beautification of the Town and not to exceed $20,000.  A landscaper will be chosen for this work.
Supervisor Puglisi added that she spoke with Con Ed officials and they are going to help with the removal of the graffiti on their electrical boxes and the gas station on Rt. 6.

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA, (cont.)
The Supervisor stated that they protested and sent resolutions regarding the anchorages in the Hudson.  The Coast Guard had said there would be a public hearing but it hasn’t occurred as yet. Supervisor Puglisi commented that the residents will be notified.

All voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *
BUDGET TRANSFERS

NONE
* * * * * ** * * * * *
REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

The Supervisor stated that the National Alliance of Mental Illness in Westchester (NAMI) is a grass roots organization dedicated to improving the quality of life for all individuals and families whose lives are affected by mental illness.  They do awareness campaigns and the Town has allowed them to put ribbons up in various areas in the Town.  Supervisor Puglisi thanked them for their efforts.
* * * * * ** * * * * *
REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

* * * * * ** * * * * *
SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS

* * * * * ** * * * * *
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. on a motion by Councilmember Freach, seconded by Councilmember Farrell

All voted AYE
                                                                                                    Respectfully submitted,










     JO-ANN DYCKMAN









                          Town Clerk
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